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1. LANDSCAPE AND URBAN DESIGN, CHINESE PROJECTS    4  
landscape testament to state naturalization of corporate infrastructure
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Section Perspective

Family fathers Hong, Xian, and Zhou 
gather to dedicate the boats that 
represent their families removed from 
territory to make the park. 

Plan drawing for China Academy of Art competition 

Sinking Gardens: Memorial for 
Displaced Families, Hangzhou

The Sinking Gardens - a collaborative 
landscape intervention by Alan 
Waxman and Nikola Bojic - was 
built in Hangzhou’s XiXi National 
Wetland Park. The national park is 
a massive green driver of urban 
development, displacing thousands 
for scenery and luxury apartments, it 
is gentrification on a grand scale. The 
Sinking Gardens weaves together 
narratives of community solidarity 
with the aims of the China Academy 
of Art, providing a new social ground 
for displaced families as named 
participants. Boats emerge from 
topographies loaded with erased 
family memories, carrying earth and 
grass to form new land to be walked 
and explored. 

China Academy of Art competition, winner,
City of Hangzhou, XiXi National Park, 2012

Chorography in the Pusey Map Collection revealed families 
in towns displaced.

Each boat honors one family that 
lived for generations in XiXi;  family 
fathers Hong, Jiang, and Shen 
dedicate the memorial atop their 
“sinking gardens.”

The project was selected for the 
4th West Lake iinternational art 
exhibition, funded by China Academy 
of Art and the city of Hangzhou, and 
permanently installed.

The Sinking Gardens is featured on 
the cover of Susan Herrington’s 2017 
book, Landscape Theory In Design 
which surveys worldwide landscape 
architecture practice and theory.  
Herrington is chair of the University 
of British Columbia landscape 
architecture department. 

Section Perspective with cut-away to reveal 
ruined townscape
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Sinking Gardens
Hangzhou, China
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Xi’an Pastoral Shopping Center
Michael Sorkin Studio

Due to a mandate to end corruption, 
Chinese officials decided to salvage 
this destroyed public space, pictured 
at left, and turn it into a public park, 
below . However, in the desire for 
full capitalization inherent in public 
private partnership, the park needed 
to also generate revenue as a 
shopping center.  Both are married 
here - embedded stores literally 
support green space above them. 

China Academy of Art competition, winner,
City of Hangzhou, XiXi National Park, 2012

Project site historic 
town existent until 
2016
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Xian Pastoral Shopping Center
Michael Sorkin Studio

Pizza Hut and Starbucks are 
celebrated names in Xi’an as 
officials want to create a destination 
recreational space - Fun for the 
Whole Family!

design and rendering  with Waxman

rendering xian shopping center

starbucks etc.
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Chengdu Large Park
Michael Sorkin Studio

Xi’an University and Sorkin studio 
are working together on this large 
suburban development, in which the 
crown jewel is a large park adjacent 
to the train station. 

The park features existing villages, 
retrofitted as tourist destinations 
with restored agricultural gardens in 
a Country Park, as well as orchards, 
a lake, sports fields, and a large 
modernist art museum rising from 
the lake. 

designed by Waxman with Michael Sorkin
Studio

Train Station Plaza

0 100m
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Chengdu Large Park
Michael Sorkin Studio

The Country Park brings the peace 
and quiet of the old life together with 
highly valued luxury condominiums.  
Office workers, children, international 
tourists and farm workers stroll by. 

design and rendering Waxman
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Chengdu Large Park
Michael Sorkin Studio

The view across the great lawn shows 
large plane trees in a dramatic alley 
leading from the station at slight 
curve to the lake dock and overlook.  
Gentle slopes capture southern light 
as children frolic under cherries.Design and rendering Waxman
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Xiongan New Capital
Michael Sorkin Studio

Chinese officials selected Sorkin 
Studio as one of ten teams to 
compete for the prize to design the 
capital that will last a thousand years.

Landscape design and rendering Waxman

xiongan plan
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Xiongan Hutong Style
Neighborhood

The architects emphasized a variety 
of urban form, particularly densely 
settled hutong like neighborhoods 
with garden courtyards.  At interstices 
with larger buildings, neighborhood 
parks abound.  
 
The parks feature lotus ponds, alleys 
of cherries, willows, and swaths of 
grassy fields, all criss crossed by 
pedestrian paths.

Michael Sorkin Studio, Xian University
 rendering with Waxman

Xiongan section and renderings
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Xiongan Lotus Ponds amid 
New Green Construction

The client called for a resilient 
ecological structure, here 
emphasizing the unique landscape of 
lake Baiyang.

Michael Sorkin Studio, Rendering  with Waxman
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2. RENDERING AND NEW YORK CITY PARKS    26
landscape design and rendering for Quennell Rothschild & Partners
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R E N D E R I N G  &  N YC 

Parks such as this one will line the new Staten 
Island Shoreline Restoration which won major 
support from Governor Cuomo in 2017.
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Little Claremont Park, NYC Parks 
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

Little Claremont in the notorious 
Claremont Village is being 
refurbished as a community garden 
and playground as part of the 
Community Parks Initiative.

Little Claremont Park, Bronx, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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Fountain of the Fairs, NYC Parks 
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

Within the Queens Worlds Fair SIte, 
the Fountain of the Fairs re-imagines 
the water feature as a misty play area.

Fountain of the Fairs, Worlds Fair Park, Queens, 
designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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This close up rendering depicts the paving 
pattern and constituency in the new fog garden in 
Queens Fountain of the Fairs.
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Rheingold Triangle, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

“Check”.... “but not Check-mate”... 
Bushwick is home to wealthy 
fashionistas, struggling artists, and 
many of the poorest New Yorkers.  
Everyone mingles, as they will in 
this new park, positioned between 
thousands of units of public housing 
and thousands of new market rate 
units

Rheingold Triangle, Brooklyn, 
designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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Arrows depict constituencies who will use the 
new Rheingold Triangle park, drawing from 
thousands of existing public housing units as 
well as thousands of new market rate housing 
units here in Bushwick, NYC’s most fashionable 
neighborhood.
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Brook Park in one of NYC’s most 
troubled neighborhoods, the 
South Bronx, is a reconstructed 
artificial wetland built to remediate 
stormwater runoff in a year round 
pond.  The site, which is an existing 
community garden, is a powerful 
locus for community gathering and 
revitalization.   The people pictured 
are recognizeable characters in the 
community.

Brook Park, Bronx, 
designed by QRP, rendered Waxman

Brook Park, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners
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Staten Island Restoration NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

Hurricane Sandy destroyed large 
areas of the Staten Island seashore.  
QRP is working with all players to 
re-imagine this space in a series 
of parks, boardwalks, and restored 
wetland areas.Midland Beach, Staten Island, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman

QRP’s entry to the Architects Newspaper featured 
these renders by Waxman, GIS and constituent 
analysis by Waxman, and text by other members 
of the firm.
These renderings were also featured in QRP’s slide 
deck at the ASLA convention in NYC.
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Pictured is the planted and restored Atlantic White 
Cedar swamp, part of a long restoration process 
that is just beginning.  It requires cooperation 
from local people, another reason why emotive 
renderings are absolutely key to choreographing 
landscape change.
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Midland fields along the restored 15 ft 
high boardwalk features dramatic stadium 
seating cascading down to the bike 
path and sportsfields.  Perfect to enjoy a 
Sunday match on Staten Island.
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Army Corps of Engineers Boardwalk Sections, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

With large swaths of NYC shoreline and housing destroyed., 
the Army Corps was tasked with the construction of a storm 
barrier.  It is the task of landscape architects to transform this 
into a humanist space.

Pictured here is the Army Corps sea wall as it is blanketed in 
parks and beach for recreational use.

Staten Island Shoreline Restoration, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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Forsyth Plaza, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

For years, the awkward corner hidden 
beside the landing of the Manhattan 
Bridge had been home to drifters, 
artists, and a thriving Chinese 
informal market.  After the infromal 
settlement was cleared by the city 
and the area fenced off for years, QRP 
designed the plaza pictured below. 

Forsyth Plaza, Manhattan, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman

HIstoric informal settlement
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Longfellow Garden, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

Longfellow Garden in the Bronx 
beside highway 895 and the Bronx 
River has been long neglected but 
was redesigned by QRP as part of the 
Community Parks Initiative. Longfellow Garden, Bronx, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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Lyons Square, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

Lyons Square Playground, redesigned 
by QRP as part of the Community 
Parks Initiative, pictured below 
in Spring, brings new play areas, 
basketball courts, and almost 
entirely new plantings to a crowded 
underserved neighborhood in NYC.

Lyons Square Playgroud, Bronx, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman

Lyons Square pictured in Fall
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Sand Piper Park, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

In the wake of Hurricane Sandy, this 
unique park features whales, large 
stones, and a forest of green water 
spray structures.

Sand Piper Park, Rockaway Queens, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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Sand Piper Park, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners

In this bIrds-eye perspective view, 
looking directly at the whales and 
children playing below, shadows 
demonstrate beach habitat of pitch 
pine and beach plum.

Longfellow Garden Bronx, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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Martin Luther King Jr. Playground, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners 

As MLK Playground broke ground, 
Parks Commissioner Silver found 
the moment an opportunity to share 
how the Community Parks Initiative 
is bringing great parks design to long 
underserved but well loved parks.

Martin Luther King Jr Playgroud, Manhattan, designed by QRP, 
rendered Waxman
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Brooklyn Academy of Music Park, NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners 

The jewel in the center of downtown 
Brooklyn’s new Cultural District 
with soaring skyscrapers and long 
treasured cultural institutions, this 
small park is rendered below and in 
bird’s eye to left.

Brooklyn Academy of Music Park, Brooklyn, designed by QRP, 
rendered Waxman
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Pershing Square, Grand Central, 
NYC Parks
Quennell Rothschild & Partners 

A great space is created by admitting 
the beauty of its natural environment 
- here Midtown Manhattan.  Some 
of the most iconic skyscrapers in the 
world form the garden walls of this 
small plaza beside Grand Central 
Station. 

Pershing Square, Manhattan, designed by QRP, rendered Waxman
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Zen Meditation Center
inspirational rendering
based on participant 
feedback.
Brownsville, Brooklyn

S E L E C T E D  C O M P E T I T I O N S
3. SELECTED COMPETITIONS    64 
selected collaborative project entries with or without awards

Sonar: Human Trafficking Monument - Arch Out Loud Director’s Choice  -  76

Jacobs Ladder: Psychosocial Skyscraper - Competition Entry  -  68

Reality Box: Decolonial Infrastructure - Competition Entry  -  70

Beyond The Cellfie - Times Square Heart Finalist  -  72
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Sonar is a monumental mediascape 
of three scales - intimate, public, and 
cosmological - in honor of
the transformational, theatrical, and 
international power of women in the 
world’s oldest profession that
transcends the individual self, the city 
of Tenancingo, and the geographic 
landscape of Mexico.

1. Intimate scale is interactive space 
choreographed as a social sculpture 
informed by the existing traces 
of the woman in the Tenancingo 
entertainment world.

Flowers, cards, dolls, magazine 
clippings, photographs, and other 
items are deposed into slits in the 
stage above as prayers.

2. Public scale activates the existing 
square in front of the church into the 
shared stage for public events as 
Tenancingo carnival, market, religious 
celebrations during church events or 
for other public events.

3. Cosmological scale is a canvas 
made in the form of transparent 
ring that will be used for local and 
international interactions through 
digital tools and social media.

Sonar: Human Trafficking Monument - 
Arch Out Loud Winner Director’s Choice

Waxman, Pilav, Ierides,  Arch Out Loud Winner Director’s Choice, 2017 
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As guests enter an elevator at ground 
floor, instead of choosing a floor 
number, they place the mortuary 
tablet for their loved one into the 
socket in the elevator releasing 
images, videos, and text of their loved 
one into the elevator chamber. As 
they grieve, the elevator rises to a 
garden that is suited according to the 
collective emotional response.   

Jacobs Ladder is navigated by 
collective psychosocial data. A 
mourner can find herself in the same 
garden room over and over again, or 
she can come to see the memories 
of her loved ones in a new light and 
arrive at a new garden.  By sharing 
the ride with others, we experience 
the memories of our loved ones 
collectively in new ways and enter 
new gardens, unlocking new levels 
of grief and healing.  Perhaps we 
can move beyond our individual 
memories to encounter something 
entirely new beyond our desires. 

Jacob’s Ladder: Psychosocial Cemetery Skyscraper
Waxman, Lieberman, Kelso, competition entry, Death in the City Tokyo,  2016
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Jacobs Ladder rises forever upwards 
as far as the limits of materiality, 
weather, and earthquake readiness 
will allow. It is constructed of a 
rebar and steel mesh onto which a 
lightweight limestone and plastic 
husk is cemented.  As the building 
climbs and mourners enter the 
gardens, they leave psychosocial 
data impressions.  Plantings are 
established on this psychosocial 
spectrum of feeling such that the 
weft of human feeling, and the warp 
of ecological growth are inextricably 
intertwined, growing into each other. 

Elevator with 
memories of a loved 
one projected by the 
mortuary tablet

Gardens of mourning 
reflect a spectrum of 
psychosocial potential 
in which to encounter 
the spirit of your love

Jacobs Ladder extends 
ever upwards with 
steel and rebar mesh 
cemented with plastic 
and limestone walls

Between Tokyo’s 
Shinjuku Kabukicho 
entertainment 
district and 
skyscraper business 
district, Jacobs 
Ladder replaces an 
existing multi-story 
sex doll shop.
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Gentrification is an infrastructural 
phenomenon by which 
neighborhoods are transformed 
from diverse urban spaces with 
their own agency into consumable 
environments and aesthetic 
backdrops that function as properties 
and experiences for sale.  This is 
the economic displacement of the 
information tech revolution.  

Just as large scale highways 
wrecked havoc in inner cities across 
the world, displacing wealth into 
the suburbs and cutting off large 
areas, and railroads decades before 
rerouted whole economic regions 
into functional industrial productive 
zones,

Reality Box: Decolonial Infrastructure
Waxman, Lieberman, Bartlett competition entry, Plural Cities Design Challenge,  2016

 the information super highway and 
it’s manifold panopticon of personal 
photos in an ever decreasing 
diversity of tourist sites is replacing 
cultural practice with a cultural 
show, replacing neighborhoods 
with “experiences” in the “sharing 
economy.”
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When we leave our “cell-fie,” our 
self-reflective room, we find each 
other reflected together under the 
same canopy, and at center, under 
a heart shaped void, we encouter 
one another. 

Each cell-fie is a repurposed phone 
book lined with one way mirror 
film such that from the outside the 
booth everyone can see in, but 
inside the booth the user only sees 
herself.  The height of the booth 
corresponds with the relative 
number of one of seven segments 
of soiety in New York City.

Beyond The Cell-fie - Times Square Heart Finalist
Waxman, Daurio, Brighton, Belizaire, Dancin, Marshall, Turner  2017

Populations in NYC:

Cell-fie Convicts : 77,000 people (10’ high)

Cell-fie Waitresses/waiters/bartenders: 75,000  (5’ 6”)

Cell-fie Teachers: 73,000 (9’ 4”)

Cell-fie Home health aids: 70,000 (8’ 10”)

Cell-fie Hospital patients in bed: 60,000 (7’ 2”)

Cell-fie Bankers: 50,000 (5’ 9”)

Cell-fie Policepeople/ firepeople: 45,000 (5’)


